APPENDICES	209
that Council had contained a single Indian member to
represent the Indian view of the question and to explain the
true history of the municipality during the last forty years,
I am persuaded Lord Curzon would have taken the same
view as Sir Henry Fowler has taken, and would have effect-
ed the needed reforms in the Calcutta Municipality and
strengthened the executive, without virtually sacrificing
self-government. But our difficulty and our danger lie in
this, that great administrative questions are discussed and
settled in Executive Councils where we are not represented
and not heard. I do not say that the official view is
necessarily wrong, and that our view is necessarily right;
but I do say that both views should be fairly represented
before the tribunal which shapes our destinies. I do not
say that we have more knowledge or more experience or
more ability than the high officials who represent the
official view of the question but I do say that we view
questions from a different point of view, and that there should
be a constitutional channel for the representation of our
views in the Executive Councils of the empire. For when
the Executive Councils have decided a question, the thing
is done—the Legislative Councils simply carry out the
official mandate with unimportant alterations, as the
Bengal Council has done in the case of their Municipal Bill
famine of 1899
But, gentlemen, I must extricate myself from this sub-
ject and pass on at once to the great calamity which now
stares us in the face, the famine, from which million of our
countrymen are sundering even now; and with your permis-
sion I will devote all my remaining time to this one great
subject—which appears to me to- be one of paramount im-
portance—the famines of India, and the condition of our

